Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.054; wR factor = 0.182; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.1.
In the title compound, [Co(C 12 H 13 N 2 O 3 ) 2 ], the Co II ion is situated on a twofold rotation axis and is coordinated by two N and two O atoms from two symmetry-related Schiff base 2-(cyclopentyliminomethyl)-4-nitrophenolate ligands (L) in a distorted tetrahedral geometry. The cyclopentyl ring in L is disordered over two conformations in a 0.640 (19):0.360 (19) ratio. et al. (1996) .
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The complex is located on a twofold rotational axis. The tetrahedral coordination sphere of Co II atom in the complex is formed by two imino N atoms and two phenolate O atoms from two Schiff base ligands. The coordinate bond distances are typical and comparable with the values in other similar cobalt(II) complexes with Schiff bases (Bahron et al., 1994; Elerman et al., 1996) . The coordinate bond angles are in the range 96.06 (14)-123.0 (2)°, indicating a distorted tetrahedral geometry.
Experimental
The title complex was obtained by stirring of 5-nitrosalicylaldehyde (0.1 mmol, 16.7 mg), cyclopentylamine (0.1 mmol, 8.5 mg), and cobalt(II) acetate (0.1 mmol, 24.9 mg) in methanol (20 ml) for 30 min at room temperature. The reaction mixture was fitered. Brown block-shaped single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were formed from the filtrate after a few days.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using the riding-model approximation, with C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å, and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). The cyclohexyl ring is disordered over two sites with occupancies of 0.360 (2) and 0.640 (2).
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound showing the atomic numbering and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. Unlabeled atoms are related with the labeled ones by symmetry operation (3/4 -x, 7/4 -y, z). Only major parts of the disordered cyclopentyl rings are shown.
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